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SUDAN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Student Code of Conduct Notification Letter

Dear Parent:

The Student Code of Conduct contains the Discipline Management Plan for this school district.
It is designed to inform you and your student of the type of conduct expected in the Sudan ISD.
It is important that you and your child review the information in the Student Code of Conduct
together so that you will clearly understand the rules of acceptable conduct and the consequences
of violation of established rules. With your support and encouragement, I am confident your
child will meet behavioral expectations of the District.

Please sign using the Sudan ISD app on the appropriate places so that we may know that you
have received and reviewed the Student Code of Conduct and the Parent/Student Handbook with
your child. Please complete this by August 26, 2022, paper copies will be available by request.
If your response has not been received by that date, we shall assume that you agree with and
accept the policies and rules stated. If you have any questions relating to this Parent/Student
Handbook or the attached Student Code of Conduct, please call or visit with the campus
principal.

Sincerely,

Scott Harrell, Superintendent of Schools
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Sudan High School
2022-2023 School Calendar

First day of school

Early Release

Labor Day Holiday

End of First Six Weeks
Parent/Teacher Conference Day
Begin Second Six Weeks

Early Release

End of Second Six Weeks

Begin Third Six Weeks
Thanksgiving Holiday

End of Third Six Weeks

Staff Workday

Christmas Holiday

Begin Fourth Six Weeks

Early Release

Early Release

Staff/Student Holiday

End of Fourth Six Weeks/Early Release
Parent/Teacher Conference Day
Begin Fifth Six Weeks

Early Release

Spring Break

End of Fifth Six Weeks

Begin Sixth Six Weeks
Staff/Student Holiday

Bad Weather Makeup Day

Bad Weather Makeup Day

7t Grade Graduation-6:30pm
End of Sixth Six Weeks

High School Graduation-8:00pm
Staff Workday



Bell Schedule

First Period 8:14-9:01
Second Period 9:05-9:50
Third Period 9:54-10:39
Hornet Period/Break 10:39-11:11
Fourth Period 11:15-12:00
Fifth Period 12:04-12:49
Sixth Period 1:23-2:10
Seventh Period 2:14-2:59
Eighth Period 3:03-3:50

SCHOOL SONG

Oh, Sudan High, we give to you our praise;
Our goal to be, add honor to your name.

If we win or lose, we will ever choose,
And our motto we’ll proclaim,

For the black and gold,

May our strength unfold,

And truth shall be our highest aim.
Through work or play; we pledge this day,
Forever stand behind the black and gold,
Forever stand behind the black and gold.

HORNET
FIGHT SONG

Come all ye Hornets, join in the cheer
Fight for the colors ever so dear.
Loyal, honor, courage, bold
Stand behind the black and gold.

Dear “ole” Sudan of you we are proud;
We’ll always shout it, long, long, and loud;

Singing, Stinging, Hornets we are fighting
for Victory




TELEPHONE & VOICE MAIL EXTENSIONS

ABEYTA, CARMEN 209 MARTIN, GORDON 113
* | ALANIS, DEBRA 133 MCCORMICK, SARAH 227
BLACK, SHANNON 129 MEDRANO, ROSA 118
* MELENDEZ, MARTHA 217
* | CANTU, AMANDA 208 MONTEMAYOR, DOLORES 143
* | CARR, JENNY 101 PATTERSON, JULEE 108
* | CARTER, BREANNE 203 GONZALEZ, JESSICA 215
CATHEY, JUDD 155 PROVENCE, DJ 109
* CHESTER, POLLY 143 REYHER, SABRINA 205
CORNELIUS, JOHN 142 ROBERTSON, ANGIE 132
* | CORNELIUS, HOLLEY 220 ROBERTSON, JONATHAN 125
CUNNINGHAM, ANGIE 158 ROGERS, KATELAND 228
FIELD, NYLE 130 SANDERS, RON 156
* | EDENS, TONJA 105 SCHMIDT, KAMI 117
* | EDWARDS, JENNIFER 206 SCHOVAJSA, CHANDA 225
* | FOSTER, ANITA 223 SCHULTZ, ANGELA 150
* | BRYANT, ARIEL 212 SCISSON, MARK 134
GRAY, STEVEN 121 SWOFFORD, KYLEE 221
GRAY, TONIA 128 SOWDER, MEAGAN 124
* | GROETKEN, KAMI 207 LOGAN, LISA 106
* | GUTIERREZ, DANIEL 102 SWARB, WENDY 122
* | HALSELL, ANGELA 135 THOMASON, LEIGH 104
* | MONTES, ROSALINDA 230 WELTY, JOYCE 222
HARRELL, KAYELA 114 WILLOUGHBY, QUINCI 202
HARRELL, SCOTT 111 WILSON, DEANN 123
TOSCANO, GABRIEL 119 WILSON, LAUREN 144
HILL, LARHONDA 112 YOUNG, WENDY 218
CARR, KENN 116 HS LIBRARY 136
* | HUMPHREYS, TARA 154 HS TEACHERS LOUNGE 115
* | JOHNSON, LESLIE 214 HS INNER OFFICE 126
LEDBETTER, AARON 157 HS FRONT DESK 127
GARCIA, TED 140 ITV LAB 226
* | LLOYD, KANDIS 219 ELEM CONFERENCE ROOM 228
LOCKHART, BENNY 120 ELEM FRONT DESK 250
* | LOCKHART, STACI 204 ISS 160
* | MARKHAM, JAMES 137 ROOM 103/ROBERTSON 103
MARKHAM, SHERI 110 HEADSTART ADMIN 145

* | MARTIN, CINDY 210

Sudan School: 227-2431

* DENOTES VOICE MAIL ONLY

Admin. Fax: 227-2146

H.S. Fax: 227-2121

Field House Fax: 227-2261
Exterior ITV Lab Fax: 227-2443

SCHOOL ADDRESSES
Administration: PO Box 249
High School: PO Box 659
Elementary: PO Box 659




Tax Office: PO Box 479
Interior ITV Lab Fax: 227-2208 County District Number 140-908

UIL

(University Interscholastic League)

The University Interscholastic League was created by The University of Texas at Austin to
provide leadership and guidance to public school debate and athletic teachers. Since 1909 the
UIL has grown into the largest inter-school organization of its kind in the world.

The voluntary-membership, non-profit organization exists to provide educational extracurricular
academic, athletic, and music contests. The initials UIL have come to represent quality
educational competition administered by school people on an equitable basis.

The purpose of the UIL is to organize and properly supervise contests that assist in preparing
students for citizenship. It aims to provide healthy, character building, educational activities
carried out under rules providing for good sportsmanship and fair play for all participants.

Sensible organized competition under proper controls has demonstrated its value and has
furnished inspiration to talented students for many years. The UIL does not provide a contest for
every student but does fill the need for those with the physical and intellectual capacity to excel
in activities beyond the classroom. The UIL has the active support of most of the school
executives, teachers, and citizens in Texas.

The following Sudan ISD teachers serve as coaches for these high school UIL literary events:

Jonathan Robertson UIL Academic Coordinator

James Markham Accounting & Computer Applications, Informative/Persuasive
Speaking, OAP

Leigh Thomason Science

Debra Alanis Copy Editing and Ready Writing
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Jenny Carr

Julee Patterson

Jonathan Robertson

Tonja Edens

Angie Robertson

Jonathan Robertson

Angela Halsell

Science

Theatrical Design, Spelling

Computer Science, Congress, Current Issues, CX Debate, LD
Debate, Literary Criticism, OAP, Poetry/Prose Interpretation,
Spelling & Vocabulary

Calculator, Mathematics

Editorial Writing, News Writing, Feature Writing, Headline
Writing, OAP

Social Studies

Number Sense

VI



Acknowledgment of Electronic Distribution of Student Handbook

My child and | have been offered the option to receive a paper copy of or to electronically
access at www.sudanisd.net the Sudan High School Student Handbook and the Student Code of
Conduct for the 2022-2023 school year.

| accept responsibility for accessing the Student Handbook and the Student Code of Conduct by
visiting the web address listed above.

| understand that if | wish to receive a paper copy of the Student Handbook and the Student
Code of Conduct, | must request a copy from the principal’s office.

| understand that the handbook contains information that my child and | may need during the
school year and that all students will be held accountable for their behavior and will be subject
to the disciplinary consequences outlined in the Student Code of Conduct. If | have any
questions regarding this handbook or the Code of Conduct, | should direct those questions to
the principal at (806)227-2431.

Printed name of student:

Signature of student:

Signature of parent:

Date:

Vil



Notice Regarding Directory Information and Parent’s Response Regarding
Release of Student Information

State law requires the district to give you the following information:

Certain information about district students is considered directory information
and will be released to anyone who follows the procedures for requesting the
information unless the parent or guardian objects to the release of the directory
information about the student. If you do not want Sudan ISD to disclose directory
information from your child’s education records without your prior written
consent, you must notify the district in writing by August 26, 2022.

This means that unless you object in writing, the district must give certain personal information
(called “directory information”) about your child to any person who requests it. In addition,
you have the right to tell the district that it may, or may not, use certain personal information
about your child for specific school-sponsored purposes. The district is providing you the
following forms so that you can communicate your wishes about these issues. [See Objecting
to the Release of Directory Information in the Sudan High School’s Student Handbook for more
information.]

For the following school-sponsored purposes: All District publications and
announcements, Sudan ISD has designated the following information as directory
information:

e Student Name

e Address

e Telephone Listing

e E-Mail Address

e Photograph

e Date and Place of Birth

e Degrees, Honors, and Awards Received

e Dates of Attendance

Vil



e Grade Level

e Most recent school previously attended

e Participation in officially recognized activities and sports
e Weight and height of members of athletic teams

e Enrollment Status

Directory information identified only for limited school-sponsored purposes remains otherwise
confidential and will not be released to the public without the consent of the parent or eligible
student.

Parent, please circle one of the choices below:

|, parent of (student’s name), [do give] [do not give] the
district permission to use the information in the above list for the specified school-sponsored
purposes.

Parent’s signature: Date:

Please note that if this form is not returned within the specified time frame above, the district
will assume that permission has been granted for the release of this information.

For all other purposes, Sudan ISD has designated the following information as
directory information:

e Student’s name

e Telephone listing

e Degrees, honors, and awards received

e Grade level

e Participation in officially recognized sports

e Weight and height of members of athletic teams

e Enrollment status
Parent, please circle one of the choices below:

|, parent of (student’s name), [do give] [do not give] the
district permission to release the information in this list in response to a request unrelated to
school-sponsored purposes.




Parent’s signature: Date:

Please note that if this form is not returned within the specified time frame above, the district
will assume that permission has been granted for the release of this information.

Parent’s Objection to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters and
Institutions of Higher Education

(Applicable to secondary grade levels only)

Dear Parent:

Federal law requires that the district, upon request, release to military recruiters and
institutions of higher education student information as indicated in the chart below for
secondary school students enrolled in the district —unless a student’s parent, guardian or
eligible student objects in writing. [See Objecting to the Release of Student Information to
Military Recruiters and Institutions of Higher Education on page 6 for more information.]

Student Information

Military Recruiters

Institutions of Higher Education

Name X X

Address X X

Phone Number X X
District-Issued Email X

Parent or guardian: Please complete and return the following only if you do not want your
child’s information released to a military recruiter or an institution of higher education without
your prior written consent.

|, parent/guardian of (student’s name), request that the
district not release my child’s name, address, and telephone number to a military recruiter or
institution of higher education without my prior written consent.

Parent’s/Guardian’s signature: Date:

Note: If this form is not returned, the district will assume that permission has been granted for
the release of this information.



Consent/Opt-Out Notice for Student Participation in a Protected Information Survey

Dear Parent or Guardian:

The district is required by federal law to notify you and obtain your consent for or denial of
(opt-out) your child’s participation in certain school activities that include a student survey,
analysis, or evaluation —known as a “protected information survey”- that concerns one or more
of the following areas:

e Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parents;

e Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family;

e Sexual behavior or attitudes;

e lllegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;

e (Critical appraisals of others with whom the student has a close family relationship;

e Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, or ministers;
e Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents; or

e Income, other than as required by law to determine program eligibility or to receive
financial assistance under such a program.

This notice and consent/opt-out requirement also applies to the collection, disclosure, or use of
student information for marketing purposes (“marketing surveys”), and to certain physical
exams and screenings.

The following are activities requiring parental notice and consent or opt-out for the 2022-23
school year. This list is not exhaustive. For activities scheduled after the school year starts, the
district will provide parents with notification as well as an opportunity to review the survey and
consent or opt their child out. Note: When the student reaches age 18 or is an emancipated
minor under state law, the authority to consent transfers from the parent to the student.

Surveys concerning private information

This is an anonymous survey, parents will be notified of the time and place where you may
review the survey material.

If you wish to review any survey instrument or instructional material used in connection with
any protected information survey, please submit a request to Gordon Martin, Sudan High
School, PO Box 659, Sudan, TX 79371. The Principal will notify you of the time and place where
you may review these materials. You have the right to review a survey and/or instructional
materials before the survey is administered to your child.
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Marketing activities

If you wish to review any survey instrument or instructional material used in connection with
any marketing survey, please submit a request to Gordon Martin, Sudan High School, PO Box
659, Sudan, TX 79371. The Principal will notify you of the time and place where you may review
these materials. You have the right to review a survey and/or instructional materials before the
survey is administered to your child.

Opt-out for nonemergency physical exam or screening

To opt out: Contact the Principal at (806)227-2431 no later than August 26, 2022 if you do not
want your child to participate in this activity.

Parents: Sign below only if you wish to opt-out of all the survey types listed above.

Parent Signature to Opt-out:
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Sudan High School
PO Box 659
Sudan, Texas 79371

Corporal Punishment Form

Corporal Punishment—spanking or paddling the student—may be used as a discipline
management technique, in accordance with the Sudan ISD Student Code of Conduct and Sudan
ISD board policy FO (LOCAL) in the District’s policy manual.

According to Sec. 37.0021 of the Texas Education Code, starting with the 2011-2012 school
year, “the student’s parent or guardian or other person having lawful control over the
student has previously provided written, signed consent to the use of corporal punishment as
a method of student discipline.”

If you wish for corporal punishment to be an option for Sudan High School to use on your
child/ren, please fill in the form below and return it to the high school office by August 26,
2022.

Yes, | give permission for Sudan High School to have the option of using corporal
punishment on the below listed students.

No, | request that Sudan High School not use corporal punishment on the below
listed students and rather use other discipline measures.

Please list your child/ren below:

Parent signature:

Xl



ACCEPTABLE USE AGREEMENT
FOR ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION SYSTEM ACCESS

Student Agreement

You are being given access to the District’s electronic communication system. With this educational opportunity comes responsibility. It is
important that you read the District Acceptable Use Policy and ask questions if you need help in understanding it. Inappropriate system use will
result in the loss of the privilege to use this educational tool.

APPROPRIATE USE
e  You will be assigned individual accounts, and you are responsible for not sharing the password for those accounts with others.
. Accounts are to be used only for identified educational purposes.
e You will be held responsible at all times for the proper use of your accounts as stated in the Acceptable Use Policy.

INAPPROPRIATE USES

e Using the system for any illegal purposes.

. Using any account other than your own.

e  Posting personal information about yourself or others (such as addresses and phone numbers).

. Downloading or using copyrighted information without permission from the copyright holder.

e  Posting messages or accessing materials that are abusive, profane, obscene, sexually oriented, threatening, harassing, damaging to
another’s reputation, or illegal. This includes cyber bullying.

. Wasting school resources through the improper use of the computer system. This includes excessive and/or frivolous use of printing
resources.

e  Gaining unauthorized access to restricted information or resources.

. No streaming or downloading of audio (internet radio) will be allowed. Video streaming should be limited to educational use only.

e Any personal computing device brought to and used on campus will be used for educational purposes only and will connect to the
Internet through the school’s filtered connectivity while on campus, whether during or after the school day.

CONSEQUENCES FOR INAPPROPRIATE USE
. Suspension of access to the system
e  Revocation of the computer system account; and/or
. Other disciplinary or legal action, in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and applicable laws.

Student’s Name Grade

I understand that my computer use is not private and that the District will monitor my activity on the computer system. I have read the District’s
Acceptable Use Policy in this handbook and agree to abide by the stated provisions.

Student Signature Date

Parent Agreement
I have read the Acceptable Use Policy in this handbook.
I release Sudan ISD and its personnel from any and all claims of damage from my child’s use of or inability to use the Sudan ISD electronic
communication system. I am aware of the possible security risk and will instruct my child not to give out personal information or attempt to
reach sites that are inappropriate. I give my permission for my child to participate in the District’s electronic communications system and certify
that the information on this form is correct.

Parent Signature Date
XV




Sudan Independent School District
Parental Consent for Biological Testing

(For all students, grades 7-12, who are involved in extracurricular activities, drive to
school, enrolled in driver’s education, or any student volunteering services)

I, , as a parent or guardian of

, a student enrolled in Sudan Jr/Sr. High School hereby

agree to the following for the duration of his/her enrollment at Sudan ISD:

I understand the school district’s policy regarding substance abuse. I understand it is the practice
of the district to conduct drug and alcohol tests for the purpose of carrying out this policy.

I understand that my child cannot be compelled to give a biological specimen. I understand that
if he/she gives a biological specimen, it will be tested for drugs and/or alcohol. T understand that
the giving of a biological specimen, when requested by the school district, is a condition of my
child’s being in good standing, and is a condition of my child’s continued participation in Jr/Sr.
High School extracurricular activities. I understand that if a test of my child’s specimen reveals
an unexplained presence of a drug and/or alcohol, the district will implement the steps associated
with the drug testing policy, student handbook, and student code of conduct.

Prescription drugs currently taken as prescribed:

Comments:

At this time, I hereby agree to my child giving a specimen.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

Printed Name

Student Signature

Printed Name

The completed form must be in to the office of the principal by August 26, 2022.
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Preface
Parents and Students:
Welcome to the new school year!

Education is a team effort, and students, parents, teachers, and other staff members working
together can make this a successful year.

The Sudan High School Student Handbook is a general reference guide that is divided into two
sections:

Section I: Parental Rights describes certain parental rights as specified in state or federal law.

Section Il: Other Important Information for Parents and Students is organized alphabetically
by topic. Where applicable, it is divided by age and/or grade level.

Note: Unless otherwise noted, the term “parent” refers to the parent, legal guardian, any
person granted some other type of lawful control of a student, or any other person who has
agreed to assume school-related responsibility for a student.

The Student Handbook is designed to align with board policy and the Student Code of Conduct,
a board-adopted document intended to promote school safety and an atmosphere for learning.
The Student Handbook is not meant to be a complete statement of all policies, procedures, or
rules in any given circumstance.

In case of conflicts between board policy (including the Student Code of Conduct) and any
Student Handbook provision, the district will follow board policy and the Student Code of
Conduct.

Therefore, parents and students should become familiar with the Sudan High School’s Student
Code of Conduct. To review the Code of Conduct, visit the district’s website at
www.sudanisd.net. State law requires that the Code of Conduct be prominently displayed or
made available for review at each campus.

The Student Handbook is updated annually; however, policy adoption and revisions may occur
throughout the year. The district encourages parents to stay informed of proposed policy
changes by attending board meetings and reviewing newsletter and other communications
explaining changes in policy or other rules that affect Student Handbook provisions. The district
reserves the right to modify the Student Handbook at any time. Notice of revisions will be
provided as is reasonably practical.

Although the Student Handbook may refer to rights established through law or district policy, it
does not create additional rights for parents and students. It does not, nor is it intended to,
represent a contract between any parent or student and the district.

A hard copy of either the Student Code of Conduct or Student Handbook can be requested at
Sudan High School.

Note: References to board policy codes are included for ease of reference. The hard copy of the district’s
official policy manual is available for review in the district administration office, and an unofficial
electronic copy is available at www.sudanisd.net.




The policy manual includes:

o Legally referenced (LEGAL) policies that contain provisions from federal and state laws and
regulations, case law, and other legal authorities that provide the legal framework for school
districts.

e Board-adopted (LOCAL) policies that articulate the board’s choices and values regarding district
practices.

For questions about the material in this handbook, please contact Gordon Martin, Principal
Sudan High School.

Complete and return to the student’s campus the following forms (provided in the forms packet
distributed at the beginning of the year or upon enrollment):

e Acknowledgment of Electronic Distribution of Student Handbook,

e Notice Regarding Directory Information and Parent’s Response Regarding Release of
Student Information,

e Parent’s Objection to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters and
Institutions of Higher Education (if you choose to restrict the release of information to these
entities),

e Consent/Opt-Out Form,

e Acceptable Use Agreement for Electronic Communication System Access,
e Parental Consent for Biological Testing (drug screening),

e Corporal Punishment Form.

[See Objecting to the Release of Directory Information on page 5 and Consent Required
Before Student Participation in a Federally Funded Survey, Analysis, or Evaluation on page 7
for more information.]

Note: References to board policy codes are included for ease of reference. The hard copy of the
district’s official policy manual is available for review in the district administration office, and an
unofficial electronic copy is available at www.sudanisd.net.

Accessibility

If you have difficulty accessing this handbook because of a disability, please contact Gordon
Martin at gordonmartin@sudanisd.net or (806)227-2431.
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Section I: Parental Rights

This section describes certain parental rights as specified in state or federal law.
Consent, Opt-Out, and Refusal Rights
Consent to Conduct a Psychological Evaluation

Unless required under state or federal law, a district employee will not conduct a psychological
examination, test, or treatment without obtaining written parental consent.

Note: An evaluation may be legally required under special education rules or by the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) for child abuse investigations and reports.

Consent to Provide a Mental-Health Care Service

The district will not provide a mental health care service to a student or conduct a medical
screening of a student as part of the district’s intervention procedures except as permitted by
law.

The district has established procedures for providing a parent with a recommendation for an
intervention for a student with early warning signs of mental health concerns or substance
abuse or who has been identified as at risk of attempting suicide. The district’s mental health
liaison will notify the student’s parent within a reasonable amount of time after the liaison
learns that a student has displayed early warning signs and a possible need for intervention and
provide information about available counseling options.

The district has also established procedures for staff to notify the mental health liaison
regarding a student who may need intervention.

The mental health liaison, Kayela Harrell, Counselor, can be reached at
kayelaharrell@sudanisd.net or (806)227-2431 and can provide further information regarding
these procedures as well as educational materials on identifying risk factors, accessing
resources for treatment or support on- and off-campus, and accessing available student
accommodations provided on campus.

For further information, see Mental Health Support on page66.

Consent to Display a Student’s Original Works and Personal
Information

Teachers may display a student’s work in classrooms or elsewhere on campus as recognition of
student achievement without seeking prior parental consent. These displays may include
personally identifiable student information. Student work includes:

e Artwork,

e Special projects,

e Photographs,

e QOriginal videos or voice recordings, and

e Other original works.
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However, the district will seek parental consent before displaying a student’s work on the
district’s website, a website affiliated or sponsored by the district (such as a campus or
classroom website), or in district publications, which may include printed materials, videos, or
other methods of mass communication.

Consent to Receive Parenting and Paternity Awareness Instruction if a
Student is under Age 14

A student under age 14 must have parental permission to participate in the district’s Parenting
and Paternity Awareness Program (https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/child-
support/programs-and-initiatives/parenting-and-paternity-awareness-papa/papa-
educators/papa-curriculum). This program was developed by the Office of the Texas Attorney
General and the State Board of Education (SBOE) to be incorporated into health education
classes.

Consent to Video or Audio Record a Student when Not Already
Permitted by Law

State law permits the school to make a video or voice recording without parental permission
when it:

e [sto be used for school safety,
e Relates to classroom instruction or a co-curricular or extracurricular activity,
e Relates to media coverage of the school, or

e Relates to the promotion of student safety as provided by law for a student receiving
special education services in certain settings.

In other circumstances, the district will seek written parental consent before making a video or
voice recording of a student.

Please note that parents and visitors to a classroom, both virtual and in person, may not record
video or audio or take photographs or other still images without permission from the teacher or
other school official.

Prohibiting the Use of Corporal Punishment

Corporal punishment—spanking or paddling a student—may be used as a discipline
management technique in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and district policy
FO(LOCAL).

However, in accordance with law, the district may not administer corporal punishment if a
student’s parent submits a signed, written statement prohibiting its use.

A parent who does not want corporal punishment administered to his or her child must return
the form included in the forms packet. This signed statement must be submitted each school
year. A parent may revoke this prohibition at any time during the school year by providing a
signed statement to the campus principal.

Note:
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e District personnel may use discipline methods other than corporal punishment if a parent
requests that corporal punishment not be used.

e [f the district knows that a student is in temporary or permanent custody of the state
(through foster care, kinship care, or other arrangements), corporal punishment will not be
administered, even when the student’s caregiver or caseworker has not submitted a signed
statement prohibiting its use.

Limiting Electronic Communications between Students and District
Employees

The district permits teachers and other approved employees to use electronic communications
with students within the scope of professional responsibilities, as described by district
guidelines.

For example, a teacher may create a social networking page for his or her class to relay
information regarding class work, homework, and tests. A parent is welcome to access such a

page.

However, text messages sent to an individual student are only allowed if a district employee
with responsibility for an extracurricular activity must communicate with a student participating
in that activity.

The employee is required to include his or her immediate supervisor and the student’s parent
as recipients on all text messages.

A parent who does not want his or her child to receive one-to-one electronic communications
from a district employee should contact the campus principal.

Objecting to the Release of Directory Information

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, or FERPA, permits the district to disclose
appropriately designated “directory information” from a student’s education records without
written consent.

“Directory information” is information that, if released, is generally not considered harmful or
an invasion of privacy. Examples include:

e Astudent’s photograph (for publication in the school yearbook);

e Astudent’s name and grade level (for communicating class and teacher assignments);

e The name, weight, and height of an athlete (for publication in a school athletic program);
e Alist of student birthdays (for generating schoolwide or classroom recognition);

e Astudent’s name and photograph (posted on a district-approved and
-managed social media platform); and

e The names and grade levels of students submitted by the district to a local newspaper or
other community publication (to recognize the A/B honor roll for a specific grading period.)

Directory information will be released to anyone who follows procedures for requesting it.



However, a parent or eligible student may object to the release of this information. Any
objection must be made in writing to the principal by August 26, 2022. [See Notice Regarding
Directory Information and Parent’s Response Regarding Release of Student Information,
included in the forms packet.]

The district requests that families living in a shelter for survivors of family violence or trafficking
notify district personnel that the student currently resides in such a shelter. Families may want
to opt out of the release of directory information so that the district does not release any
information that might reveal the location of such a shelter.

As allowed by state law, the district has identified two directory information lists—one for
school-sponsored purposes and a second for all other requests. For district publications and
announcements, the district has designated the following as directory information: student
name; address; telephone listing; e-mail address; photograph; date and place of birth; honors
and awards received; dates of attendance; grade level; enrollment status; most recent
educational institution attended; participation in officially recognized activities and sports; and
weight and height of members of athletic teams. If a parent does not object to the use of his or
her child’s information for these school-sponsored purposes, the school must release this
information when requested by an outside entity or individual.

For all other purposes, the district has identified the following as directory information: student
name; telephone listing; honors and awards received; grade level; enrollment status;
participation in officially recognized sports; and weight and height of members of athletic
teams. If a parent does not object to the use of the student’s information for these purposes,
the school must release this information when requested by an outside entity or individual.

Note: Review Authorized Inspection and Use of Student Records on pagel?2.

Objecting to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters
and Institutions of Higher Education
(Secondary Grade Levels Only)

Unless a parent has advised the district not to release his or her student’s information, The
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the district to comply with requests by military
recruiters or institutions of higher education for the student’s:

e Name,
e Address, and
e Telephone listing.

See Parent’s Objection to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters and
Institutions of Higher Education in the forms packet for this purpose.



Participation in Third-Party Surveys

Consent Required Before Student Participation in a Federally Funded
Survey

The Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) provides parents certain rights regarding
participation in surveys, the collection and use of information for marketing purposes, and
certain physical exams.

A parent has the right to consent before a student is required to submit to a survey funded by
the U.S. Department of Education that concerns any of the following protected areas:

e Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent;

e Mental or psychological problems of the student or the student’s family;

e Sex behavior or attitudes;

e lllegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;

e Critical appraisals of individuals with whom the student has a close family relationship;
e Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, and ministers;
e Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parent; or

e Income, except when the information is required by law and will be used to determine the
student’s eligibility to participate in or receive financial assistance under a program.

A parent can inspect the survey or other instrument and any corresponding instructional
materials used in connection with such a survey, analysis, or evaluation. [For more information,
see policy EF(LEGAL).]

"Opting Out” of Participation in Other Types of Surveys or Screenings
and the Disclosure of Personal Information

The PPRA gives parents the right to receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out of:

e Activities involving the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information gathered from the child
for the purpose of marketing, selling, or otherwise disclosing that information to others.

e Any nonemergency, invasive physical examination or screening required as a condition of
attendance, administered by the school or its agent, and not necessary to protect the immediate
health and safety of the student.

Exceptions are hearing, vision, or spinal screenings, or any physical examination or screening
permitted or required under state law. [See policies EF and FFAA for more information.]

A parent may inspect:
e Protected information surveys of students and surveys created by a third party;

e Instruments used to collect personal information from students for any of the above marketing,
sales, or other distribution purposes; and

e Instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum.
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The ED provides extensive information about the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment
(https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/resources/protection-pupil-rights-amendment-ppra-general-
guidance), including a PPRA Complaint Form (https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/file-a-complaint).

Removing a Student from Instruction or Excusing a Student from a
Required Component of Instruction

Human Sexuality Instruction

As a part of the district’s curriculum, students receive instruction related to human sexuality.
The School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) makes recommendations for course materials, and
the school board adopts the materials and determines the specific content of the instruction.

Per state law, here is a summary of the district’s curriculum regarding human sexuality
instruction:

Sudan ISD uses the Parenting and Paternity Awareness (p.a.p.a.) curriculum for instruction. The
following is a brief description about the program/curriculum.

This curriculum was originally developed by the Office of the Attorney
General’s Child Support Division and has been in use in Texas public schools since 1995,
the year the first version was published. At its initiation, p.a.p.a. was reviewed and
endorsed by the Texas PTA and all statewide teacher organizations. A new version was
issued in 2003, and more than 2,000 Texas educators and community professionals
were trained in using the curriculum. The 2007 edition of the curriculum will be
distributed in 2008.

The 80w Legislature passed HB 2176, which directs the State Board of Education
to work with the OAG to develop a parenting and paternity awareness program that
school districts must use in the high school health curriculum, effective the 2008-2009
school year. In collaboration with the Texas Education Agency and the SBOE, the OAG
has committed resources to provide the p.a.p.a. curriculum, along with training, to all
high school health teachers to ensure full compliance with the statute.

The learning objectives of p.a.p.a. include: responsible parenting, a basic
understanding of paternity and child support laws, skills for healthy relationships,
financial implications of becoming a parent, impact of father involvement, benefits of
stable family relationships on children, and relationship violence prevention. It should
be noted that p.a.p.a. is not a sex education curriculum.

In accordance with state law, a parent may:

m Review, receive a copy of, or purchase a copy of curriculum materials depending on the
copyright of the materials.

m Remove his or her child from any part of the human sexuality instruction without academic,
disciplinary, or other penalties.

m Become involved in the development of this curriculum by becoming a member of the
district’s SHAC or attending SHAC meetings. (See the campus principal for details.)
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m Use the district’s grievance procedure concerning a complaint. See Complaints and
Concerns (All Grade Levels) on page 40 and FNG(LOCAL).

State law also requires that instruction related to human sexuality, sexually transmitted
diseases, or human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or acquired immune deficiency syndrome
(AIDS):

m Present abstinence from sexual activity as the preferred choice in relationship to all sexual
activity for unmarried persons of school age;

m Devote more attention to abstinence from sexual activity than to any other behavior;

m Emphasize that abstinence, if used consistently and correctly, is the only method that is 100
percent effective in preventing pregnancy, sexually transmitted infections, and the
emotional trauma associated with adolescent sexual activity;

m Direct adolescents to abstain from sexual activity before marriage as the most effective way
to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases; and

m Ifincluded in the content of the curriculum, teach contraception and condom use in terms
of human use reality rates instead of theoretical laboratory rates.

Consent Before Human Sexuality Instruction

Before a student receives human sexuality instruction, the district must obtain written consent
from the student’s parent. Parents will be sent a request for written consent at least 14 days
before the instruction will begin.

Consent Before Instruction on Prevention of Child Abuse, Family
Violence, Dating Violence, and Sex Trafficking

Before a student receives instruction on the prevention of child abuse, family violence, dating
violence and sex trafficking, the district must obtain written consent from the student’s parent.
Parents will be sent a request for written consent at least 14 days before the instruction will
begin.

Annual Notification

Students in junior high school and high school receive instruction related to the prevention of
child abuse, family violence, dating violence, and sex trafficking. The School Health Advisory
Council (SHAC) makes recommendations for curriculum materials, and the school board adopts
the materials and determines the specific content of the instruction.

For further information, see the district’s abuse prevention instruction website at
www.sudanisd.net

In accordance with state law, a parent may:

m Review, receive a copy of, or purchase a copy of curriculum materials depending on the
copyright of the materials. As required by law, any curriculum materials in the public
domain used in this instruction will be posted on the district’s website at the location
indicated above.



m Remove his or her child from any part of this instruction without academic, disciplinary, or
other penalties.

m Become involved in the development of this curriculum by becoming a member of the
district’s SHAC or attending SHAC meetings. (See the campus principal for details.)

m Use the district’s grievance procedure concerning a complaint. See Complaints and
Concerns (All Grade Levels) on page 40 and FNG for information on the grievance and
appeals process.

Reciting a Portion of the Declaration of Independence in Grades 3—-12

State law designates the week of September 17 as Celebrate Freedom Week and requires all
social studies classes provide:

e Instruction concerning the intent, meaning, and importance of the Declaration of
Independence and the U.S. Constitution, and

e A specific recitation from the Declaration of Independence for students in grades 3-12.

Per state law, a student may be excused from recitation of a portion of the Declaration of
Independence if:

e A parent provides a written statement requesting that his or her child be excused,
e The district determines that the student has a conscientious objection to the recitation, or

e Aparentis arepresentative of a foreign government to whom the U.S. government extends
diplomatic immunity.

[See policy EHBK(LEGAL).]
Reciting the Pledges to the U.S. and Texas Flags

A parent may request that his or her child be excused from participation in the daily recitation
of the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. flag and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas flag. The
request must be made in writing.

State law, however, requires that all students participate in one minute of silence following
recitation of the pledges.

[See Pledges of Allegiance and a Minute of Silence on page 83 and policy EC(LEGAL).]
Religious or Moral Beliefs

A parent may remove his or her child temporarily from the classroom if a scheduled
instructional activity conflicts with the parent’s religious or moral beliefs.

The removal may not be used to avoid a test and may not extend for an entire semester.
Further, the student must satisfy grade-level and graduation requirements as determined by
the school and by state law.
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Tutoring or Test Preparation

A teacher may determine that a student needs additional targeted assistance for the student to
achieve mastery in state-developed essential knowledge and skills based on:

e [nformal observations,
e Evaluative data such as grades earned on assignments or tests, or
e Results from diagnostic assessments.

The school will always attempt to provide tutoring and strategies for test-taking in ways that
prevent removal from other instruction as much as possible.

In accordance with state law and policy EC, without parental permission, districts are prohibited
from removing a student from a regularly scheduled class for remedial tutoring or test
preparation for more than ten percent of the days the class is offered.

Under state law, students with grades below 70 for a reporting period are required to attend
tutorial services—if the district offers these services.

[For questions about school-provided tutoring programs, see policies EC and EHBC, and contact
the student’s teacher.]

Right of Access to Student Records, Curriculum Materials, and District
Records / Policies

Instructional Materials

A parent has the right to review teaching materials, textbooks, and other teaching aids and
instructional materials used in the curriculum, and to examine tests that have been
administered.

A parent is also entitled to request that the school allow the student to take home instructional
materials the student uses. The school may ask the student to return the materials at the
beginning of the next school day.

A school must provide printed versions of electronic instructional materials to a student if the
student does not have reliable access to technology at home.

Notices of Certain Student Misconduct to Noncustodial Parent

A noncustodial parent may request in writing that he or she be provided, for the remainder of
the school year, a copy of any written notice usually provided to a parent related to his or her
child’s misconduct that may involve placement in a disciplinary alternative education program
(DAEP) or expulsion. [See policy FO(LEGAL) and the Student Code of Conduct.]

Participation in Federally Required, State-Mandated, and District
Assessments

In accordance with the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), a parent may request information
regarding any federal, state, or district policy related to his or her child’s participation in
required assessments.
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Student Records
Accessing Student Records

A parent may review his or her child’s records. These records include:

Attendance records,

Test scores,

Grades,

Disciplinary records,

Counseling records,

Psychological records,

Applications for admission,

Health and immunization information,
Other medical records,

Teacher and school counselor evaluations,
Reports of behavioral patterns,

Records relating to assistance provided for learning difficulties, including information
collected regarding any intervention strategies used with the child, as the term
“intervention strategy” is defined by law,

State assessment instruments that have been administered to the child, and

Teaching materials and tests used in the child’s classroom.

Authorized Inspection and Use of Student Records

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and eligible students
certain rights regarding student education records.

For purposes of student records, an “eligible” student is anyone age 18 or older or who attends
a postsecondary educational institution. These rights, as discussed here and at Objecting to the
Release of Directory Information on page 5, are the right to:

Inspect and review student records within 45 days after the day the school receives a
request for access;

Request an amendment to a student record the parent or eligible student believes is
inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of FERPA,;

Provide written consent before the school discloses personally identifiable information from
the student’s records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without
consent; and
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e File a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning failures by the school to
comply with FERPA requirements.

For more information about how to file a complaint, see https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/file-a-

complaint

Both FERPA and state laws safeguard student records from unauthorized inspection or use and
provide parents and eligible students certain rights of privacy.

Before disclosing personally identifiable information from a student’s records, the district must
verify the identity of the person, including a parent or the student, requesting the information.

Virtually all information pertaining to student performance—including grades, test results, and
disciplinary records—is considered confidential educational records.

Inspection and release of student records is restricted to an eligible student or a student’s
parent—whether married, separated, or divorced—unless the school receives a copy of a court
order terminating parental rights or the right to access a student’s education records.

Federal law requires that control of the records goes to the student as soon as the student:
e Reaches the age of 18,

e Is emancipated by a court, or

e Enrollsin a postsecondary educational institution.

However, the parent may continue to have access to the records if the student is a dependent
for tax purposes and, under limited circumstances, when there is a threat to the health and
safety of the student or other individuals.

FERPA permits the disclosure of personally identifiable information from a student’s education
records without written consent of the parent or eligible student:

e When school officials have what federal law refers to as a “legitimate educational interest”
in a student’s records.

m Llegitimate educational interest may include:
m  Working with the student;

m Considering disciplinary or academic actions, the student’s case, or an
individualized education program for a student with disabilities;

m Compiling statistical data;

m Reviewing an educational record to fulfill the official’s professional
responsibility; or

m Investigating or evaluating programs.

m  School officials may include:
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m Board members and employees, such as the superintendent, administrators,
and principals;

m Teachers, school counselors, diagnosticians, and support staff (including
district health or medical staff);

m A person or company with whom the district has contracted or allowed to
provide a specific institutional service or function (such as an attorney,
consultant, third-party vendor that offers online programs or software,
auditor, medical consultant, therapist, school resource officer, or volunteer);

m A person appointed to serve on a team to support the district’s safe and
supportive school program;

m A parent or student serving on a school committee; or

m A parent or student assisting a school official in the performance of his or her
duties.

FERPA also permits the disclosure of personally identifiable information without written
consent:

e To authorized representatives of various governmental agencies, including juvenile service
providers, the U.S. Comptroller General’s office, the U.S. Attorney General’s office, the U.S.
Secretary of Education, the Texas Education Agency, the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture’s
office, and Child Protective Services (CPS) caseworkers or, in certain cases, other child
welfare representatives.

e Toindividuals or entities granted access in response to a subpoena or court order.

e To another school, district/system, or postsecondary educational institution to which a
student seeks or intends to enroll or in which the student already is enrolled.

¢ In connection with financial aid for which a student has applied or has received.
e To accrediting organizations to carry out accrediting functions.

e To organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, the school to develop, validate, or
administer predictive tests; administer student aid programs; or improve instruction.

e To appropriate officials in connection with a health or safety emergency.

e When the district discloses directory information-designated details. [To prohibit this
disclosure, see Objecting to the Release of Directory Information on page 5.]

Release of personally identifiable information to any other person or agency—such as a
prospective employer or for a scholarship application—will occur only with parental or student
permission as appropriate.

The principal is custodian of all records for currently enrolled students at the assigned school.
The principal is the custodian of all records for students who have withdrawn or graduated.
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A parent or eligible student who wants to inspect the student’s records should submit a written
request to the records custodian identifying the records he or she wants to inspect.

Records may be reviewed in person during regular school hours. The records custodian or
designee will be available to explain the record and to answer questions.

A parent or eligible student who submits a written request and pays copying costs of ten cents
per page may obtain copies. If circumstances prevent inspection during regular school hours
and the student qualifies for free or reduced-price meals, the district will either provide a copy
of the records requested or make other arrangements for the parent or student to review the
records.

The address of the superintendent’s office is: PO Box 249, 107 Highway 303, Sudan TX 79371.
The address of the principal’s office is: PO Box 659, 107 Highway 303, Sudan TX 79371.

A parent or eligible student may inspect the student’s records and request a correction or
amendment if the records are considered inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of
the student’s privacy rights.

A request to correct a student’s record should be submitted to the appropriate records
custodian. The request must clearly identify the part of the record that should be corrected and
include an explanation of how the information is inaccurate. If the district denies the request to
amend the records, the parent or eligible student has the right to request a hearing. If after the
hearing the records are not amended, the parent or eligible student has 30 school days to place
a statement in the student’s record.

Although improperly recorded grades may be challenged, contesting a student’s grade in a
course or on an examination is handled through the complaint process found in policy
FNG(LOCAL). A grade issued by a teacher can be changed only if, as determined by the board of
trustees, the grade is arbitrary, erroneous, or inconsistent with the district’s grading guidelines.
[See Finality of Grades at FNG(LEGAL), Report Cards/Progress Reports and Conferences on
page 85, and Complaints and Concerns on page39.

The district’s student records policy is found at policy FL(LEGAL) and (LOCAL) and is available at
the principal’s or superintendent’s office or on the district’s website at www.sudanisd.net.

Note: The parent’s or eligible student’s right of access to and copies of student records does
not extend to all records. Materials that are not considered educational records—such as a
teacher’s personal notes about a student shared only with a substitute teacher—do not have to
be made available.

Teacher and Staff Professional Qualifications

A parent may request information regarding the professional qualifications of his or her child’s
teachers, including whether the teacher:

e Has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in
which the teacher provides instruction,
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e Has an emergency permit or other provisional status for which state requirements have
been waived, and

e Is currently teaching in the field of discipline of his or her certification.

The parent also has the right to request information about the qualifications of any
paraprofessional who may provide services to the child.

A Student with Exceptionalities or Special Circumstances
Children of Military Families

The Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military Children entitles children of
military families to flexibility regarding certain district and state requirements, including:

e |mmunization requirements;

e Grade level, course, or educational program placement;

e Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities;
e Enrollment in the Texas Virtual School Network (TXVSN); and

e Graduation requirements.

e The district will excuse absences related to a student visiting a parent, including a
stepparent or legal guardian, who is:

e (Called to active duty,
e On leave, or
e Returning from a deployment of at least four months.

The district will permit no more than five excused absences per year for this purpose. For the
absence to be excused, the absence must occur no earlier than the 60th day before
deployment or no later than the 30th day after the parent’s return from deployment.

Additional information may be found at Military Family Resources at the Texas Education Agency
(https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources).

Parental Role in Certain Classroom and School Assignments
Multiple-Birth Siblings

State law permits a parent of multiple-birth siblings (e.g., twins, triplets) assigned to the same
grade and campus to request in writing that the children be placed in either the same
classroom or separate classrooms.

Written requests must be submitted by the 14th day after the students’ enroliment. [See policy
FDB(LEGAL).]
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Safety Transfers / Assignments

The board or its designee will honor a parent’s request to transfer his or her child to another
classroom or campus if the district has determined that the child has been a victim of bullying,
including cyberbullying, as defined by Education Code 37.0832.

The board may transfer a student who has engaged in bullying to another classroom.

Transportation is not provided for a transfer to another campus. See the principal for more
information.

[See Bullying on page 30, and policies FDB and FFI for more information.]

The district will honor a parent’s request for the transfer of his or her child to a safe public
school in the district if the child attends a school identified by the Texas Education Agency as
persistently dangerous or if the child has been a victim of a violent criminal offense while at
school or on school grounds.

[See policy FDE for more information.]

The board will honor a parent’s request for the transfer of his or her child to another district
campus if the child has been the victim of sexual assault by another student assigned to the
same campus, whether the assault occurred on or off campus, and that student has been
convicted of or placed on deferred adjudication for the assault. In accordance with policy FDE, if
the victim does not wish to transfer, the board will transfer the assailant.

Student Use of a Service / Assistance Animal

A parent of a student who uses a service/assistance animal because of the student’s disability
must submit a written request to the principal before bringing the service/assistance animal on
campus. The district will try to accommodate a request as soon as possible but will do so within
ten district business days.

A Student in the Conservatorship of the State (Foster Care)

A student in the conservatorship (custody) of the state who enrolls in the district after the
beginning of the school year will be allowed credit-by-examination opportunities at any point
during the year.

The district will assess the student’s available records to determine transfer of credit for
subjects and courses taken before the student’s enrollment in the district.

The district will award partial course credit when the student only passes one half of a two-half
course. [For provisions on partial course credit for students who are not in the conservatorship
of the state, see EI(LOCAL).]

A student in the conservatorship of the state who is moved outside the district’s or school’s
attendance boundaries—or who is initially placed in the conservatorship of the state and
moved outside the district’s or school’s boundaries—is entitled to remain at the school the
student was attending prior to the placement or move until the student reaches the highest
grade level at that particular school.
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If a student in grade 11 or 12 transfers to another district but does not meet the graduation
requirements of the receiving district, the student can request a diploma from the previous
district if the student meets its graduation criteria.

For a student in the conservatorship of the state who is eligible for a tuition and fee exemption
under state law and likely to be in care on the day preceding the student’s 18th birthday, the
district will:

e Assist the student with the completion of applications for admission or financial aid;
e Arrange and accompany the student on campus visits;

e Assist in researching and applying for private or institution-sponsored scholarships;
e Identify whether the student is a candidate for appointment to a military academy;

e Assist the student in registering and preparing for college entrance examinations, including
(subject to the availability of funds) arranging for the payment of examination fees by the
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS); and

e Coordinate contact between the student and a liaison officer for students formerly in the
conservatorship of the state.

[See Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration on page 44, Course Credit on page
43, and A Student in Foster Care on page 96 for more information.]

A Student Who Is Homeless

Children who are homeless will be provided flexibility regarding certain district provisions,
including:

e Proof of residency requirements;
e |mmunization requirements;

e Educational program placement (if the student is unable to provide previous academic
records or misses an application deadline during a period of homelessness);

e Credit-by-examination opportunities at any point during the year (if the student enrolled in
the district after the beginning of the school year), per State Board of Education (SBOE)
rules;

e Assessment of the student’s available records to determine transfer of credit for subjects
and courses taken before the student’s enrollment in the district;

e Awarding partial credit when a student passes only one half of a two-half course;
e Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities; and
e Graduation requirements.

Federal law allows a homeless student to remain enrolled in the “school of origin” or to enroll
in a new school in the attendance area where the student is currently residing.
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If a homeless student in grade 11 or 12 transfers to another district but does not meet the
graduation requirements of the receiving district, state law allows the student to request a
diploma from the previous district if the student meets the criteria to graduate from the
previous district.

A student or parent who is dissatisfied by the district’s eligibility, school selection, or
enrollment decision may appeal through policy FNG(LOCAL). The district will expedite local
timelines, when possible, for prompt dispute resolution.

[See Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration on page 44, Course Credit on page
43, and Homeless Students on page 75 for more information.]

A Student Who Has Learning Difficulties or Who Needs Special
Education or Section 504 Services

For those students who are having difficulty in the regular classroom, all school districts must
consider tutorial, compensatory, and other academic or behavior support services that are
available to all students, including a process based on Response to Intervention (Rtl). The
implementation of Rtl has the potential to have a positive impact on the ability of districts to
meet the needs of all struggling students.

If a student is experiencing learning difficulties, his or her parent may contact the individuals
listed below to learn about the school’s overall general education referral or screening system
for support services.

This system links students to a variety of support options, including making a referral for a
special education evaluation or for a Section 504 evaluation to determine whether the student
needs specific aids, accommodations, or services. A parent may request an evaluation for
special education or Section 504 services at any time.

Special Education Referrals / Referencias de educacion especial

If a parent makes a written request for an initial evaluation for special education services to the
director of special education services or to a district administrative employee of the school
district, the district must respond no later than 15 school days after receiving the request. At that
time, the district must give the parent prior written notice of whether it agrees or refuses to
evaluate the student, along with a copy of the Notice of Procedural Safeguards. If the district
agrees to evaluate the student, it must also give the parent the opportunity to give written consent
for the evaluation.

Si un padre solicita por escrito una evaluacion inicial para servicios de educacion especial al
director de servicios de educacion especial o a un empleado administrativo del distrito escolar, el
distrito debe responder a mas tardar 15 dias escolares después de recibir la solicitud. En ese
momento, el distrito debe dar al padre un aviso previo por escrito de si acepta o se niega a
evaluar al estudiante, junto con una copia del Aviso de garantias procesales. Si el distrito acepta
evaluar al estudiante, también debe darle al padre la oportunidad de dar su consentimiento por
escrito para la evaluacion.

Note: A request for a special education evaluation may be made verbally; it does not need to be
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made in writing. Districts must still comply with all federal prior-written notices and procedural
safeguard requirements as well as the requirements for identifying, locating, and evaluating
children who are suspected of having a disability and in need of special education.

However, a verbal request does not require the district to respond within the 15 school-day
timeline.

Nota: Una solicitud para una evaluacion de educacion especial puede hacerse verbalmente; no es
necesario que se haga por escrito. Los distritos aun deben cumplir con todos los avisos previos
por escrito federales y los requisitos de proteccion procesal, asi como los requisitos para
identificar, ubicar y evaluar a los nifios que se sospecha que tienen una discapacidad y necesitan
educacion especial.

Sin embargo, una solicitud verbal no requiere que el distrito responda dentro del plazo de 15 dias
escolares.

If the district decides to evaluate the student, it must complete the student’s initial evaluation and
evaluation report no later than 45 school days from the day it receives a parent’s written consent.
However, if the student is absent from school during the evaluation period for three or more
school days, the evaluation period will be extended by the number of school 